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It's a Strenuous Life, the Life of the Rookies, But Here's
Word to the "Folios at Home"

a Cheering

By Charles A. Grimes, Staff Correspondent- -

at the recruit as he comes in and determines without
measurements entirely by estimates what size shirt-breeches- ,

underwear, socks, shoes and hat are to be
issued to the new soldier. And be it known further,
that that o.'Iicial's estimates are almost always very
accurate.

Johnnie'. next experience was along sanitary lines
In other words, he was handed a towel and a take of
soap and ordered to get under the showers. Coid water
fell hard, so to speak, on some of the rookies, but
Johnnie evidently liked it, for he hastened back to the
receiving station smiling, to await the next order t"

the day.

.MKS CALL COMIX

Iinner came next!
"riet your mess kits out this way," came the cheer-

ful, cheering and most welcome words. Straight-forwar- d

and not a bit abashed Johnnie marched out to
the supply room where he was handed a galvanized
mess kit. a nip, knife, fork and spoon. Such a com-
bination! The army doesn't furnish sterling silverware
for soldiers use in mess halls. Far oe the "tools" the
young soldier gets from delicate knives. forks or
.rhinawaie. I lather, the mss kits are sore disappoint-
ments to the aesthetic tastes and hopes of many
Johnnies. Galvanized plates and cups are not exactly
like those at home but they fill the bill just the same.

However, a hungry youth seldom hesitates. Johnnie
did not. He stepped to the front of the line in which
hundreds of other Johnnies were waiting for the dooi-- s

of the rnes hall to open. After aues it seemed, the
mess sergeant threw open the door and the line com-
menced to move, Johnni" with it. He held out his pan
for potatoes, peas, a piece, of meat and two slices of
bread and caught them all on the fly. Inaccurate
catchers down "at Fort Thomas are to be pitied, for the
army cooks deliuht In seeking how fast they can dish
out the "chow" as the rookies pass them by. It's a
case of hit or spill when the eoll'ee is poured. f

Johnnie didn't drink coffee and had the necessary
wherewithal he got a bottle of milk for a nickel. Other-
wise he drank water.

Getting the meal is one problem at the recruiting
station. Fating is quite another. Johnnie was at the
fort before the mess halls were completed. As a con-
sequence he get his dinner inside the mess hall where
the veterans and cooks were in command, but wps
obliged to seek a spot out on the sidewalk or barracks
steps before he could conveniently store the meal away.
A sidewalk is hardly a suitable (fining table, especially

orr rou foht waym;
Johnnie was accepted at the recruiting station on

Michigan st. You know the place. A Jay or two later
you kissed him and bade him Godspeed as he left for
Fort Wayne.

That trip to Fort Wayne! Ah! yes, it was lonesome,
but it was novel, taking the rust lap in a course, the
length of which was then and is still quite undeter-
mined. Getting acquainted with other Fort Wayne-boun- d

rookies wasn't dilücult.
The second phsical examination at Fort Wayne

took place immediately alter arrival. "Fort Thomas,
ivy., ls your destination,"' the genial recruitir.tr iergt.
Ryan told Johnnie and his now acquaintances. The
newly congregated rookies took the information with
considerable satisfaction, for Fort Thomas and Fouth
Bend are closely linked these trying war days. I'very
tent, eery cantonment, every barrack shelters rookies
or regulars who boast of ho'.nes or friends in Sout't
Bend.

Rattling cars on speeding trains are not conducive .o

sleep, consequently Johnnie's disturbing dreams of von
Mintenburg and Sprinbrook park were rudely inter-
rupted more than once on the trip from Fort Wayne
to Cincinnati. A comfortable da.veoach hustled Johnnie
and his 2 4 rookie pals out of Fort Wayne and into the
"city of pork." Twenty-liv- e tired, sleepy and worn
youths left the "special" in the early mcrnlng ater the
train pulled into Cincinnati.

Shortly after arriving an army orderly put Johnnie,
rookies, baggage and tM aboard a Fort Thomas bound
oar for the beautiful eight mile trip to the receiving
station.

A vi:i,(OMi: sic; i it.
Fort Thomas at last burst through the trees, a pretty

sight and a not uninviting destination .'or Johnnie. Tne
fort is superbly situated on a bluff overlooking the
Ohio river. Across from it on the Ohio side, is Cin-
cinnati's leading summer resort, fashioned and named
after New Vork's great amusemrnt city. Coney Island

Most of the permanent buildinss at the fort are of
red brick. They "looked good" to Johnnie, much bet-
ter in fact than he had bw-- expecting. The receiving
station Is not as large or as Impressive as stations at
most other recruiting points, but the aggressive officials
make up for the lack of beauty of the building In-

tending always, strictly to business. They lost no time
--retting Johnnie and his pals checked up.

Then. Johnnie passed into the othcial "sizer-up.- "

The "sizer-up- " be it known, is the orderly who looks

when the dust is blowing. Yet, who in the army cares
for a little dust? And if the rain falls, so much more
coffee for the soldier. Foldiers, like ducks, seem to
like the rain at times.

KATING "OFF THE GKOUXP.'
Eating out in the open went hard with two or three

of the newly arrived rookies. Their first meal in the
army, judging from general appearances, was not en-
tirely enjoyed. One hungry out dissatisfied youth, look-
ed at the spread and condescendingly handed it over
to a less genteel companion. Another wailed ihnt
Uncle Sam ought to furnish tetter dining quarters. A
third whose Mississippi droll amused Johnnie and 'his
friends, remarked: "Ah'm mighty glad mother can't
see me down h?re, for Ah reckon she sure would be
disappointed to see me eating, off the ground." Iiis
were the sentiments, if not 4he words, of the majority
of his fellow recruits.

Since Johnnie's first day at Port Thomas, "chowinc"
has changed. There is no more eating on the sidewalks
or barracks steps, for a dozen commodious mess halls
have been erected. Dust as a seasoning for jotatoes
and rain as. a Substitut? for cream in coffee are "joys"
of the past. The recruits now line up at mess call,
move in an orderly Hne to the main dining hall, get
their "chow" and then proceed to dispose of it in their
respective company rness halls.

Dinner over, Johnnie lined up araln. This time,
however, not for a meal, but for physical examination.
An orderly, widely known about the post as "Mike,"
took charge of the rookies. Just as most big cities
wish the chief of police job on an Irishman, so do 7no-- t
army detachments and companies wish the orderly
job on an Irishman's brother. Indeed, a detachment
without a "Mike" or a "Timothy" as orderly would be
like South Bend without a west end.

What hanpened to Johnnie after Mike turned him
and his pals over to the doctors for examination mat-
ters little. .Suffice it to note that Johnnie was a tired
boy when Dr. Bacon, an army surgeon, who was for-
merly of Mishav aka. announced that Johnnie and his
pals had successfully met all physical requirements

The mustering officer without delay read the entiie
enlistment record to the recruits. All raised up their
right hands and swore to honor and defend America
and her Hag for seven years or until mustered out of
the army.

A soldier!! was Johnnie from then, and thereon.

Wl'TIOX AGAINST MSF.ASK.
He hastened to the record room, t !i - en

Situation Improve Despite the Fall ofRoumania
through the summer and autumn the ground was
wrenched from the kaiser's men until the coming (f
winter smothered the offensive "in mud and blood,"
and, according to the British commander. Sir Doug-

las Halg, saved his opponents from an immediate great
enforced retirement.

On Sept. 22 if was announced that the French and
British had taken 55,800 prisoners in the Somme bat-
tle between July 1 and Sept. IS. This total was later
considerably increased.

FRENCH AVI.V AT VERDUN.
At Verdun, too. the Germans suffered. The French

in battles of the fall and winter won back most of the
ground lost in the offensive of the spring of 1?16 and
captured more than 15.000 prisoners, with slight losses
themselves.

The spring campaign in the west opened this war
with the Germans falling back from the great salient
spear point directed at Paris confessing thereby cither
their weakness or their aversion to a further offensive,
although at the time German writers hinted darkly that
von Hindenburg "had something up his sleeve."

The "strategic retirement" began about March IT.
and the Teutons triumphantly declared it would pre -

vent an allied offensive this year. Rut they spoke to.)
soon.

listment papers and had his firmer prints taken, Whil
there he was vaccinated and was inoculated the f.rt
time for the prevention cf typhoid. Fvery sedier in
the army received three inoculations on enlistment and
is given three more before 3eainsr for foreign tervlc.
Ordinarily there is a lapse of 10 days between Inocu-
lations. Once in a great while some of the men hecome
really sick as a result of the treatment once every In-

oculation half of the men lm.agvne the Kerum has rr.axle
them, ill, whereas In reality they are as well as sjiT
mortals could wish to be.

Johnnie was a soldier now. To the veteran It may
seem that anyone lacking training and eculpmenk
couldn't have been a warrior in the making even, fcrxC

Johnnie thought different Ho returned radiantly
happy to the receiving station from the exajnln&ttoa
only to be still further advanced in the rank, tiM
imagined, by being assigned with 0 or more com-
panions to temporary quarters in one of the oKa
barracks.

Before getting to his bunk he received two tnuy
blankets, a mess kit for personal ufe, and ft, compJct
recruit outfit. Every recruit receives one of tb ourfit
on enlisting, and every recruit, it appears, 1j a anx.
ious as his neighbor to see the contents immediately.
The outfit consists of toilet Kap, a razor, a, ßtuvrlnS
brush, a comb, a hair bruFh, a fhoo brush, two far
towels, a box of shoo polish, a tooth brush and. a
"housewife." This latter very handy, much used,
seldom abused article, contains thread, needlea, fetfttoac
and scissors, all of which are Invaluable to the boy ta
khaki A sister or mother being not available to caw
on a button or "take a atitch, in time," a 'hotnperwi;-i- s

the soldier's next best friend.
And thus, Johnnie has spent his first full 4mjrs&

from South Bend. It was a strenuous day. After rc
per someone of the rookies commenced Finsing '1 Got
the Homesickness Blues." The tune did not prxrw
popular. Someone else started "Honolulu, America
Loves You." Another of the soldi era-to--be foJlonred
with "On the Beach at Wai-kl-ki,- " and other melodie
of the day. And so the singing continued. Finally,,
after a short vocal evening someone in a far-of-f corner
was carrying a fast ebbing strain of the "Old Kentucky
Home," and twilight was no more, as Johnnie dropped
into peaceful slumber.

Dreams of the morrow, of his first appearance in a
uniform and of active service ere long, all were his in
the sound sleep that follofwed.

ITALIANS TAKi; ;OIUZ..
On Aug. 19K, the Italians stormed thq stubbornly

defended Gorir.ia bridgehead, on the l."nzo river, tak-
ing about 10,000 prisoners, and they followed this fuc- -

ess by eiziiij; the city of Oorizia and increasing the
number of their captives.

The Italians launched a new offensive the first lays
of November and on Nov. 5 they announced that their
prisoners since the fall of Gorlzia. totalled 4 0,26 5.

Winter then frtiiled operations until 31-.- y 15, whn
the Italians returned to the attack In the Carso, aimlnjj
at Trieste. On May 18 the haul of Austrian prisoner
was announced to be 6,432. The offensive was renew-
ed May 25, 9,000 prisoners being taken the first day.

mi May L'G Italy stated she hal taken 22,4X4 prisoner
since May 14.

The last operations left the Italians In an unfavoralrl
terrain and the Austrlans counter attacked ucce.seful-l- y,

inflicting Important losses, but not driving back th
invaders to any great extent. The Italians apparently
settled down to organize the conquered soil In preparat-
ion for a new blo'v.

In the Balkans the deadlock continues, trat what
changes there hive bf-e- have, favored the allleg. At
the west end of the lines the allajit iatrbiajia last win-
ter fought their way back on their own soil, and "with!
the help of other troops took Monastir. Kins Coa- -
iantine of Greece gave up the forts of Kavala to the

Bulgarians and the Germans took about 20,000 GreeJt
soldiers to Silesia as "guests." For this and other acts
favoring the Germans he lo.--t his throne. Greece h now
building up a new army of 400,000 men, which will
probably soon bo lighting for the cause of democracy
under the leadership or the great patriot, Venizolos.

The Italians have increased their forces in Albania
and built excellent communication through the moun-
tains, forming a junction with Sarrall's left and secur-i- n

this end of the liaikan line.
When the marshes froze thtre was a sharp Russian,

ofltn.-iv- e last winter near Riga. Otherwise the coast
front lay dormant for many months, and during th$
resolution "fraternizing" was rife between the oppos-
ing armies. Then the Kus-sians- , having put their house
in order, set out to show the kaiser that free men caa
,i-:- ht better than slaves.

The sectors selected for attack lay between th Plnrk
marshes and the Carpathians, the same r ast Bum-
mer. Successes were scored at poln-- , the pris-
oners by July 11 numbering 42,000. The greatest td-van- co

was near Stanislaus, from which city Komiloff'a
men advanced across a sers-- s of ri'.f r., rapturing Halicz
and sabering ai d bayoneting the beaten Austrlans.

Ti itivs uadly min:.
The Turks sufiered severe, d at in th- - rr,urce r.f the

ear at evc-ra-l I oints. The Hritish iiiily retrieved
their reputation in Mesopotamia by i ec.tpturir.g

scene of a long resulting in the apitula-tio- n

of a lare Kr.ghsh for'.e t. th- - T; rks on Feb. 25
last. and. pursuing the foe up trie Hey f the Tigris,
much a they them?-!ve- h;l n .rs ;f d over the
sinie grounds in the o;.P.-it-e iir r t; .:i n n.any months
before. n March II they tr.ok. J a- l id. They rontin-i:e- d

several scores uf tiAU- - i :rthT .n ar:! a!-- o formed
a junction with tbe Kassians r.ortt.f .tst ,t Iiairdad.

Farther north the lius-?:ar.- s
h-!- -I o-- i to ther nore im-j.ort-

ant

gains the creat citi of Frzrum and Trebi- -

thinly settled region to t f..e

m:m: .ti:im s i.f.m.
Moving out from th- - ie. canal tb. !'.rjtih Inflicted,

a severe defeat on the Turk r.'-n- and thea
foueht their way into ?ir.'. tildir.g a r.w rvju
road as they vent. A Either s!:üht a.'.vance woull
bring them before Jerusale:.i. The Turks apparently
are preparing to abandon the Holy City. They hav
also removed the Jew? frrri th- - ..rt r.f Jaffa, treat
in- -' them so cruelly that hundred- liiv .l;e,i

In Germar. 's sol remaining edony, Fa? Africa,
converging colurnr.s of liritish. Portuguese and French.-ar-e

clo?ir.g in on tlie remnants r.f th deff ruling army
and the kaiser's overseas domtni.'T.s sterns near eclipse
All military' observers expect ih- - war will rontir.u
through the nxt winter and th new campaigns ar
awaited with special interest lau Anricsn troopj
will have a chance to ?how their mettle on the west
Xrout.

Th writer of this article Is one of the six
members of The New.vTlmfj editorial staff
now in uncle Yarn's army. All have be en kept
so thorough'y busy learning soldiery that little
time has been pa red them to write of their
experiences. Mr. Grimes, however, is in the
quartermaster's corps and he has at last found
time to do "a little writing." ills first article
d-i- ls with the rookies' lirst experiences follow-
ing his enlistment through S-rg- t. .Skees at the
the local ofllce. Fditor's note.

iy ciiaulks a. c;himi-:s-

AN AMERICAN CONCI-SvTIiATIO.- CAMP, July 2.
What happens to Johnnie when he leaves South

Bend?
Mother worries, dad reasons, big sister surmises,

little brother cruee and "deary" Imagines (if Johnnie
has a "deary") what Johnnie's lot will be now that he,
has left his happy domain, perhaps for the first time
in his life, to enter the army. They all undoubtedly
know why he went that irrepressible red-bloodedne- ss

in him could not be. cooled; and so. with the 500 or
more other volunteers from South Hv id he answered
quickly th call to the colors.

It Is natural for mother to worn-'- . N'ilt, she shojld
not forget that her Johnnie has nine perfectly good
chances In every 10 to be marching safely home to
her after the treaty for peace has been signed. Should
dad be an old soldier he can picture for hirruself in part
the trials and triumphs Johnnie will encounter.

Sis" will be tempted to believe that Johnnie wll
need a whole lot of correcting after petting out of th
"horrid"' army. he should not be impetuous. After
Wilhelm ha abdicated, Johnnie may surprise her on
his return home.

The youthful brother can of course picture nothing
but the heroic actions of his idol who will hortly be
shooting Germans In a sort of true wild west fashion.
Whoops! but won't Johnnie's gun make a great "air
rifle" when he brings it back home.

And "deary!" Pity the roor girl friend Johnnie left
behind him. She fancies Johnnie will have to hold a
stuf upper lip or succumb to the wiles of some fair
French mademoiselle, he knows too, that the south-
ern belles, near whom Johnnie will most likely pet
most of his training, can be winsome, very winsome
when they so desire. Hut fear not Miss South Bender.
There's a cure for every ill. Just keep writing to that
faraway soldier boy and remember that he is still pos-

sessed aa of yore, of that lonzin? and liking for
goodies."

Third Year of
Ni:V YOBK. July 28. Germany's situation at the

end of three years of war appears less favorable than It

did either one year ago or two years ago.

She has to her credit in the last twelvemonth the
crushing of ed Itoumania and the conquest of
two-thir- ds of that nation's territory.

But in the principle theater of war, the west, east

and Italian fronts, the entente allies have shown, on

the whole, a decided superiority to the central powers.

In the materials of war the nations fighting for de-

mocracy clearly have an increasing advantage over the
kaiser's legions. They have dealt the enemy blow-afte- r

blow which have told heavily In lives, if not in

territory. '
GERMANY MOnJS D KS PER ATE.

Germany's plight is rendered more desperate than it
the accession of the Unitedwas on Au. 1, 1916, by

States and several minor peoples to the ranks of her
enemies. Aimort tbe whole world Is lined up against

that nation, which, boasting itself intrinsically better
than all others, set out to become a second Rome.

Every belligerent dreads another winter of war, but
Germany moot of all. She lacks many things to face
the rison of a cold campaign no, only shells and
xuns, but wool for warm clcthing and sufficient coal to
run her rapidly deteriorating railroads and her fac-

tories and Xeep those at home comfortably warm, not
to (peak of the famine in the food fats so necessary to
tho$a faciriff zero weather.

Looiclnjf back on the lonpr truce of the spring on the
eastern front. It is hard to realize that the Russians
ju.-- t one yeir ago were In the midst of a splendid offen-slv- e

much like that which has surprised the world in
the present month. In the 1916 drive Bnissiloff pushed
far within Bukowina and Galicla and crossed the bor-

der? of Hungary. He took about 350,000 prisoners,
moetly Austrian, and forced the enemy to concentrate
masses of reliable Germsn troop. aided by a few Turks,
to check him.

nrssTA a rnvn ago.
T?ve real renson his drive came to a halt, however,

we know now was lack of ammunition, failure of trans-
port, treason within the czars armies and wretched
bureaucratio inefneiency. These handicaps seem to
have been removed from the courageous Muscovites.
perhAps for all time.

On Aug. 1. 19H. the Russ!anr fought a heavy battle
after crossing the Stokhod river, just south of the rinsk
marshes. This was the high water mark of the drive in
his sector. Further south they approached on Aug.

2 within 10 miles cf Kovel. On Aug. S. still further
pouth. they crossed the rtvrs Sereth nnd Oraberka and
wre'el six village from the Austrian. Ietchitzky
was in command here, and on Aug. S he captured two
towns and mn more villages.

The next day the Austrlans before Stanlslau withdrew
on a wide front and on Aug. 10 the Russian? entered
the city.

On Auc. 15 JaMonitzv near important pass
through the Carpathians fell, and on Aug. IS hish hopes
were stirred In the allied capitals Vy the news that the
Russians were three miles within Hungary.

The Russian drive then ceased, or rather was merged
in the disastrous Roumanian campaign.

FNlXTVTrNATi: HOI MAMA.

Roumania de?larcd war on the Teutonic powers Aug.
17 and immediately inaded Transylvania, where the
weak Austrian guards were easily pushed hack and the
Important cities of Hermannstadt and Kronstadt v, ere
fronn in the invaders' hands.

The kaiser sent on K.tlkenhay.i. a splerdi I strat'-g- it

Just displaced by von Hindenburc. as chief of the
great general Ftaff. to command on this front, while
von Mackensen headed the Germans. Bulgarians and
Turks, who threw themse!es on Roumania from the
south.

The Roumanlnns proed no match for the combina-
tion of foes. Skillful work by German spi&a, or th

War Sees Allies
treachery of certain members of their own army, put
the Roumanians' plans of campaign in the Teutons'
hands. It is now divulged.

On iept. 9 the enemy took the Danube port of Tur-tuk- al

and 20,000 prisoners; on September 10 Shistria
fell; on Sept. 30 the Roumanians were routed in Tran-
sylvania and fell back through the mountain passes in
disorder.

On Oct. 23 the principal Roumanian Black Sea port
of Constanza was captured, and two days later Cerna-vod- a.

on t!e Danube, was taken and the defenders blew
up the great bridge across the river at this point.

A month later the Teuton drive was in full swing
from both north and south. The Roumanians offered
little resistance. Bucharest fell Dec. 6, and 10 days
later all Wallachia was lost. On Dec. 18 Russian troops
took over the whole Roumanian front, and a few weeks
later the Teuton advance was checked along the line of
the Screth and Danube rivers.

SOMME BATTLE CONTIXrES.
In the west, however. Germany was facing a far dif-

ferent problem from the poorly outfitted and trained
Roumanian peasants. When the third year of the war
opened the battle of the Nomine was still fioing on vip- -

orously. with the French and British showing a con-
stantly growing superiority over the foe. Hit by bit

EUROPEAN
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BATTLE LINE CHANGES 13Y YEARS .
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On April 9 the British stormed high Vimy ridge, tak-
ing on this and succeeding days about 1 2,000 prisoners.
The other enemy stronghold along the British line was
.Messrines ridge, south of Ypres. This the British blew
up by mines, June 7, the noise oeing heard in London.
They captured 5 000 prisoners the first day of the offen-
sive and many others later.

FRENCH GAIN ILIIS.
Below the sector of the German retirement the

French were equally successful. On April 16 they start-
ed a great offensive which resulted in the dominating '
"Indies' Road" falling into their hands, besides im-
portant positions in Champagne. Their prisoners the
lirst two days totalled 17,000. On May, 6, along the
Aisne, they took 6,100 captives and gained points from
which they looked dow n on the foe, as the British did
farther north.

It sho'uld be noted here, however, that the French
losses were severe, resulting In the replacement of NI-vel- le

as commar der-in-chi- ef by Retain.
The last twelvemonth in the Italian campaign has

witnessed a series of costly reverses for the Austrlans,
but the Italians have been prevented from following
ij their successes by the very difficult terrain, the
braten Teutons falling- - back after each defeat to new
mountain positions most difficult to attack.

5 r

'

a' rM .

WZfctt7W
i ''e t RLACK

i VJZA
Serbia

V 1 Ir I i

tfURKWv
vajrir-- .

.utrr" -

A.VC

Y

BD?UHo
I oVarsw

T R 1

J
H U N Li

ftv vrrt-N- .

iKECRC sERVJAf

J",
1 V.

touyjniK cr coi'NTa'U
SATTIE I1ES CT AU4. I, i'5
CHANGES Of A'JvS t, FJ?CM CT AL'fi I, 9i5

jrET X1HU 'VHCfc.TtXJi't C."SE5 Tftcri AI J 6 CRj.f4 I,

fjnJRTKEST CEB.1AN .AI7VAMCE. IK TZ1.JXCT-- -

skat-XT- ' TrsrrrcF?v ccrman Ccxzvzst jyr pcmaia
v SHADED TEJCJ?1TCR- V- RAM I5t7 RETmE

SCALE CT --2JT,ES.

m is r I

i


